The first description of an association of isolated growth hormone deficiency (IGHD) and combined immunodeficiency is presented. The findings suggest that IGHD should be considered as a cause of short stature in children with combined immunodeficiency before attributing growth retardation to infection. (Arch Dis Child 1993;68:231-2) There have been several reports of isolated growth hormone deficiency (IGHD) associated with X linked agammaglobulinaemia. [1] [2] [3] In these cases cellular immune function, as measured by mitogenic responses and T cell numbers, has been normal. We describe a patient with a combined defect in humoral and cellular immunity associated with IGHD whose immune defect was inherited in an X linked recessive pattern.
of his knee. Serum immunoglobulin concentrations showed absent IgG, normal IgA, IgM, and IgE (table) . He was treated with intravenous antibiotics and gammaglobulin, and was continued on monthly immunoglobulin infusions with antibiotics during periods of productive cough. Immune function tests at 11 months revealed a combined defect of humoral and cellular immunity (table) .
He was admitted to hospital at 4 years of age having had a persistent cough for 18 
